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It is the rule that the Orthodox parish priests of Syria and
Palestine should be married before ordination to the diaco-
nate, marriage after ordination being uncanonical. A sec-
ond marriage Is prohibited. A bishop must be a celibate
at the time of his ordination, but he may be a widower. The
case has been known of a patriarch who was later succeeded
in office by his legitimate son. As the service books are all
translated into Arabic, the parish priests do not require a
knowledge of Greek, except for a few words and phrases of
peculiar sanctity. As a rule they have little education be-
yond the most elementary. The priest of a given parish is
often chosen from the same family from generation to genera-
tion, the office being thus quasi-hereditary. This tendency
is said to militate against an educated priesthood, especially
in the rural districts. The hair is not cut: when mass is
celebrated and during some other services it hangs down over
the shoulders; ordinarily it remains coiled up under the
headdress, which resembles a college cap with enormously
elongated cylindrical base. The soutane, or cassock, is of a
dark color, but not necessarily black. With exceptions to be
noted, the parish priests have no regular salary, but are paid
out of the funds of the Church, a sum ranging (in the town
churches) from twenty to eighty-two cents for each mass said
on Sunday or on a feast-day. Daily mass is almost unknown
except in the cathedral churches.1 In addition there are the
prices of masses for the dead and fees for baptisms, mar-
riages, funerals, etc. In Jerusalem the parish priests have a
fixed salary of twelve dollars a month (three napoleons), paid
by the convent, besides their ordinary fees for baptisms, etc.

In some of the Orthodox cathedral towns of the East,
where there are a number of churches, there obtains a regular
circuit system, not unlike that of the Methodists, only more
localized. This is not recognized by the canons, but is mere
custom, obtaining, however, in places as widely separated as
Alexandria, Jerusalem, Beyrout, Hums, and Constantinople,
It is not practised in Latakia, which has five Orthodox
churches, nor yet in Mersine, both cathedral towns. The

1 In the Cathedral Church at Alexandria there Is no daily mass.
Dailv mass is said in the Great Convent at Jerusalem.